Magnetic resonance imaging in the early diagnosis of cavernous sinus thrombosis.
A 55-year-old man reported a severe headache of 3 days' duration, left ptosis and left lid swelling before examination. The ocular examination revealed left eye proptosis, severe edema of the left bulbar conjunctiva and lid, increasing intraocular pressure of the left eye and ptosis on the left side with decreased extraocular movement. The right eye was normal. Hematologic studies indicated mild inflammation. An enhanced computed tomography scan revealed proptosis of the left globe and enlargement of the superior ophthalmic vein and cavernous sinus of the left side. Angiography revealed an area of interrupted blood flow in the left cavernous sinus. Enhanced magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) with Gd-DTPA revealed a low-intensity area that was suspected to be a blood clot in the enlarged left cavernous sinus. This case indicates the efficacy of enhanced MRI examination in the early diagnosis of cavernous sinus thrombosis.